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Cleveland has gained a reputation nationally for its
vibrant local food culture. The city's foodie status has
gotten quite a bit bigger - literally - thanks to Green
City Growers Cooperative, a 3.25-acre greenhouse
that celebrated its official opening on Feb. 25.

Size matters at the hydroponic, high-tech greenhouse,
which aims to produce three million heads of lettuce
and 300,000 pounds of herbs annually to vendors
within a 50-mile radius from its location in
Cleveland’s Central neighborhood.
"It's the largest food production greenhouse in an
urban area in the U.S.," says Mary Donnell, CEO of
Green City Growers.

The greenhouse, which is the size of three football fields, grows its healthy wares
in nutrient-rich water rather than soil. The year-round venture, overseen by the
nonprofit Evergreen Cooperative Corporation, started harvesting crops in
January and is already producing about 60,000 heads of lettuce per week. Green
City Growers customers include grocery stores and restaurants.

Planting the leafy goods are local residents. The 25 Clevelanders Green City
Growers hired to run the operation will become employee-owners of the
cooperative business, receiving a living wage and health insurance.

Besides producing those tasty eats, the goal is create jobs and build financial
assets for residents of Cleveland's underserved neighborhoods, says Donnell,
whose background includes helping to create a hydroponic greenhouse program
for The Ohio State University. The project's key partners include the City of
Cleveland, the Cleveland Foundation, PNC Bank and the National Development
Council. 

Cleveland's new greenhouse is an economic development project that could mean
better things for an inner-city neighborhood. "It's wonderful that we have this in
the heart of the city," Donnell says.
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Jason Fisher ! RN at Cleveland Clinic
Sounds like a really great project! Curious about the financial model.
Reply !  ! Like ! March 5 at 7:44pm1

Gail Anderson !  Top Commenter
Where can I buy this lettuce in the Cleveland area?
Reply !  ! Like ! March 1 at 6:03am1

Karen Day ! Solon, Ohio
Love this story!
Reply !  ! Like ! March 2 at 2:35pm1

Gail Anderson !  Top Commenter
Does anyone from the this publication check the comments? I asked last week where I
could buy this lettuce locally and have not gotten an answer.
Reply ! Like ! March 8 at 6:50am

Lee Chilcote ! Editorial Director at Issue Media Group
Hi Gail - Did you contact Green City Growers about this?
Reply ! Like ! March 8 at 9:13am

Colette Zilka ! Ontario College of Art and Design
Awesome!
Reply ! Like ! March 7 at 5:25pm

Kathleen J. Bradley ! Berea, Ohio
Great news!
Reply ! Like ! March 7 at 8:10pm

Sandra Ard Truesdale ! Cleveland, Ohio
Love this
Reply ! Like ! March 7 at 11:06am

largest urban greenhouse in the country officially opens in centra... http://www.freshwatercleveland.com/forgood/greencity022813.aspx

2 of 2 5/4/13 2:26 PM


