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Legal Gains — Civil Rights Secured
th

Where Do We Go From Here: 
Chaos or Community?

had no effect 
on our material standard of living

Section 1: The Unfinished Struggle for Racial Equity

Economic Gains —  
Vast Inequalities Persist



 

Note:  For the year 2001 and earlier, respondents could only report one race group. Beginning with the 2003 CPS, respondents were allowed to choose one or more races. 
Discrepancies between 2001 and 2002 median income data re!ect respondents who chose just one race group after 2001; 
“Black” becomes “Black Alone,” “White, Not Hispanic,” becomes “White Alone, Not Hispanic,” “Asian and Paci"c Islander” becomes “Asian Alone.”

Source:  “Race and Hispanic Origin of Householder -- Families by Median and Mean Income,” U.S. Census Bureau, <http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/data/historical/families/2012/
F05_2012.xls>.

Figure 1: Ratio of Median Black Family Income and Median Latino Family  
Income to Median White Family Income, 1980-2012
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Origins of the White Middle Class

Washington Post
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Pulling Up the Ladders of Opportunity 
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With Nothing But the Shirts  
on Their Backs

Disintegration: The Splintering of Black 
America

Figure 2: Social Mobility by Region

Source: #e Equality of Opportunity Project. Harvard Univ. & UC Berkeley, n.d. Web. 10 Jan. 2014. <http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/>.
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A Note on Asian Americans

The Color of 
Wealth
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“Of all the forms of inequality, 
injustice in health care is the most 
shocking and inhumane.” 

 
Lack of Health Insurance  
in Communities of Color

Section 2: Healthcare for Whom?

Figure 3: Percent of Population with Health Insurance Coverage, 2010 and 2012

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Table HIB-1.  Health Insurance Coverage Status and Type of Coverage by Sex, Race and Hispanic Origin: 1999-2012. <https://www.census.gov/hhes/
www/hlthins/data/historical/"les/hihistt1B.xls>
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Other Factors Contributing to Disparate 
Health Outcomes
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Concentrated Poverty and  
Environmental Stress  

Racial Bias Among Practitioners  
and Healthcare Providers

The Wear and Tear of Racism
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we can do 
something about today,
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For those above 138 percent of the 
federal poverty line:

Figure 4: Percentage Covered by Health Insurance in Massachusetts, 2011

Source:  Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation. Health Reform in Massachusetts: Expanding Access to Health Insurance Coverage—Assessing the Results. Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts Foundation, March 2013. <http://bluecrossmafoundation.org/sites/default/"les/download/publication/Monitoring%20MA%20Reform%20March%202013_0.pdf>
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For those with incomes at 138 percent 
of the federal poverty line or less:

all 
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Impact on Communities of Color

 

New York Times 
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Exclusion of Blacks from Expanded 
Insurance Options

Figure 5: States with Large Black Populations are Refusing  
the ACA’s Medicaid Expansion

Sources:
Black Population Data: Rastogi, Sonya, et al. “#e Black Population: 2010.” US Census Bureau. 
US Dept. of Commerce, Sept. 2011. Web. 11 Jan. 2014. <http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/
briefs/c2010br-06.pdf>.
Medicaid Expansion States: “#e Impact of the Coverage Gap in States not Expanding 
Medicaid by Race and Ethnicity.” Kaiser Family Foundation. N.p., 17 Dec. 2013. Web. 11 Jan. 
2014. <http://k$.org/disparities-policy/issue-brief/the-impact-of-the-coverage-gap-in-states-
not-expanding-medicaid-by-race-and-ethnicity/>.

 

(waivers pending with 
federal administrators for alternative Medicaid expansion plans) 
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Exclusion of Latinos from New 
Health Insurance Options:

legal

 

New York 
Times:
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“Now is the time to lift our national 
policy from the quicksand of racial 
injustice to the solid rock of human 
dignity.” 

Making the Affordable Care Act Work

to expand their Medicaid programs 
under the ACA.

 

insurance exchanges and outreach 
efforts. 

to advance state-based single-payer 
systems like Vermont’s new Green 
Mountain Care. 

Everybody in, nobody out

percent of the Medicaid expansion 
indefinitely
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and outreach efforts. 

recent and undocumented immigrants. 

Addressing Underlying Causes  
of Poor Health — Inequality,  
Racial Segregation, and  
Concentrated Poverty

 

Sources:  Population Data: Original calculation using data from two sources: “State and County Quick Facts.” U.S Census Bureau. N.d. Web. 31 Dec. 2013. <http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/
states/00000.html> and Passel, Je$rey S. “Estimates of the Size and Characteristics of the Undocumented Population.” Pew Hispanic Center. 21 Mar. 2005. Web. 31 Dec. 2013. <http://
pewhispanic.org/"les/reports/44.pdf>. See Methodology Section for details on this calculation.

 Share of Coverage Gap: “#e Impact of the Coverage Gap in States not Expanding Medicaid by Race and Ethnicity.” Kaiser Family Foundation. 17 Dec. 2013. Web. 31 Dec. 2013. 
<http://k$.org/disparities-policy/issue-brief/the-impact-of-the-coverage-gap-in-states-not-expanding-medicaid-by-race-and-ethnicity/>.

Figure 6: Blacks and Latinos Disproportionately Impacted by 25-State Coverage Gap
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* Excludes undocumented immigrants.
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promote housing mobility. 

conditions in distressed communities. 

funded through a progressive tax system. 
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Section 3: The Racial Divide Today – By the Numbers

 

Figure 7: Percentage of Population 25 

Degree or Higher, 2012

35%

21%

15%

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Educational Attainment in the United States: 2012 - 
Detailed Tables, Table 2. <http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/
data/cps/2012/tables.html>



State of the Dream 2014

41%

35%

29%

11%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

25-39 40-59 60 and up

23% 22%

17%
15% 15%

Figure 8: Percentage of Population Holding Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher by Age and Race, 2012

Figure 9: Ratio of Black and Latino Unemployment Rates 
to White Unemployment Rate, 1980 - 2012
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, BLS Reports, Labor Force Characteristics by Race and Ethnicity, 2012, “Table 12. Unemployment rates by gender, race, and Hispanic or Latino 
ethnicity, 1972-2012 annual averages.” <http://www.bls.gov/cps/>cpsrace2012.pdf>.

Source: Original calculations based on ”Table 1.  Educational Attainment of the Population 18 Years and Over, by Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin:  2012.” Educational Attainment in 
the United States: 2012 - Detailed Tables. U.S. Census Bureau. Web. 31 Dec. 2013. <http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/2012/Table1-01.xls>. 
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Figure 10: Unemployment Rates by Educational Attainment and Race, 2012
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Source: “U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, BLS Reports, Labor Force Characteristics by Race and Ethnicity, 2012, Table 6. Employment status of people 25 years and older by educational 
attainment, gender, race, and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, 2012 annual averages,” <http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpsrace2012.pdf>.
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Figure 12: Poverty Rates by Race, 2012Figure 11: Median Family Income  
by Race, 2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Race and Hispanic Origin of Householder — Families by 
Median and Mean Income,” <http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/data/
historical/families/2012/F05_2012.xls>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Poverty Tables — People, Table 2. Poverty Status 
of People by Family Relationship, Race, and Hispanic Origin: 1959 to 2012 
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/historical/hstpov2.xls>
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27.2%
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Figure 13: – Homeownership Rates  
by Race, 2012

Figure 14: Median Household Wealth  
by Race, 2010

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Housing Vacancies and Homeownership, Table 22. 
Homeownership Rates by Race and Ethnicity of Householder: 1994 to 2012 
<http://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/"les/annual12/ann12t_22.xls>

Source: Original analysis based on 2010 Survey of Consumer Finances, Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve Board, <http://www.federalreserve.gov/
econresdata/scf/scf_2010.htm>

74% $123,300

$15,600 $15,000
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SECTION 4: BUILDING THE DREAM - AN ORGANIZER’S TOOLBOX



Building the Dream

BUILDING THE DREAM - AN ORGANIZER’S TOOLBOX

The Roots of the Racial Economic Divide in the U.S.

Talking Point: 
 We recognize that some people may not know a lot of details about their family’s 

history or they may know only their parents’ or grandparents’ stories. Other people — 
particularly recent immigrants — have a relatively short family history in the U.S. or 
histories that are unknown to some extent. We also want to acknowledge that aspects 
of one’s family history may be particularly painful to share (stories of slavery and other 
forms of oppression or persecution, for example). This is fine. We only ask people to 
reveal what they are comfortable sharing.
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Building the Dream

BUILDING THE DREAM - AN ORGANIZER’S TOOLBOX

Talking Points: 
 It is very important to examine history when we try to figure out why things are the way 

they are today. History helps us understand that the way that things are today is not 
“natural,” the way they have to be, or pre-ordained. By examining our history, we learn 
that economic, political, and cultural forces have made things what they are today. 

 
 When we examine history we should pay close attention to the fundamental role that 

government policies played in shaping the distribution of wealth, especially the racial 
wealth divide.

 
 Racialized groups have been impacted by public policies created specifically to limit 

their rights as human beings and as citizens. These discriminatory public policies have 
often systematically blocked wealth accumulation while opening opportunities for 
White people.

 
 Even so-called “color blind” policies have had racialized outcomes. For example, 

although African-Americans who had served in the U.S. military during World War II 
were entitled to free college education and subsidized home mortgages thanks to the GI 
Bill, many universities systematically blocked African-Americans and other veterans of 
color and women from becoming students; and real estate owners, brokers, and local 
ordinances blocked Black people from buying homes in desirable neighborhoods. It 
is important that we ask not only whether there is equality of opportunity but whether 
there is equality of condition and equality of outcome.

The Color of Wealth - The Story of the U.S. Racial Wealth Divide

Being Black, Living in the Red: Race, Wealth, and Social Policy in America
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The Roots of the Racial Economic Divide in the U.S.: An Unlevel Playing Field

Talking Point: 
 This activity is intended to explore the impact of laws, policies, events, etc., on the 

particular environmental, social, historical, and political circumstances of individuals, 
families, communities, and groups.
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BUILDING THE DREAM - AN ORGANIZER’S TOOLBOX

Talking Points: 
 Since colonial times in the U.S., the people running local, state, and national 

governments have made rules that ensured there would not be an equal playing field for 
economic and political rights. For example, rules determined who could own land, who 
could vote, and who could be kept as slaves or indentured servants.

 
 Racialized government policies have been key in supporting the accumulation of 

wealth for White people. For example, laws permitted Whites to own Africans as 
slaves, Chinese immigrants could not own land, and Native Americans were forcibly 
removed from their ancestral homes. Even in the 20th century, the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) adopted the practice of “red-lining,” a discriminatory rating 
system used to evaluate the risks associated with mortgage loans in specific urban 
neighborhoods. Similarly, the Social Security Act (1935) excluded agricultural workers 
and domestics, disproportionally of African and Latin American descent, until the law 
was amended in the 1950s. 

 Other government policies that helped White people gain wealth while excluding others 
included the Homestead Act of 1862 and the GI Bill, among many other policies.

 
 All White people, no matter when they came to the U.S. have benefited from this 

racialized society, which gives Whites advantages over other groups. From the 
Naturalization Act of 1795, that specified that citizenship was reserved only for “free 
white person[s],” to Arizona’s recently-passed law (SB1070) that gives police the right 
to stop anyone who they deem “looks like” they might be here illegally. 
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 Most people with great wealth inherited most of it. Inherited wealth is not wealth people 
earn by their own hard work — it is unearned wealth. Much of this unearned wealth 
was the product of white supremacist policies. Therefore, the wealth advantages that 
many White people have today are based on past exploitation. The institution of slavery 
— which lasted for 300 years in the U.S. — is a good example of a past exploitation with 
a continuing legacy.

 
 Wealth opportunities and obstacles continue to impact the present because wealth 

is transferred from one generation to another. Past advantages allow for wealth to be 
transferred to others, increasing the likelihood of the inheritors continuing to have an 
advantage in accumulating wealth.

priv·i·lege n.

Being Black, Living in the Red: Race, Wealth, and Social Policy in America
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PLAYING FIELD STATEMENTS:
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a descendant of an immigrant from Eastern Europe.

descendant of a woman captured in West Africa

a descendant of a family that came to the United States from Spain

descendant of a man from the Chinese city of Hainan
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BUILDING THE DREAM - AN ORGANIZER’S TOOLBOX

descendant of Native Americans.

Talking Points: 
 The video clip we are about to see will help us explore the connection between income 

and wealth inequality and health outcomes among people of color. The first clip is an 
introduction to the documentary video series called “Unnatural Causes — Is Inequality 
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Making Us Sick?” and presents an overview of the series.
 
 “Unnatural Causes” explores how population health is shaped by the social and 

economic conditions in which we are born, live and work. Through portraits of 
individuals and families across the United States, the series reveals the root causes 
and extent of our alarming health inequities and searches for solutions. Along the way 
it confronts the inadequacy of conventional explanations such as genetics, individual 
behaviors or even access to quality healthcare.

Talking Point: 
 People typically view and interpret health outcomes and social inequities through 

three dominant message frames that ultimately reinforce the status quo. (1) Personal 
responsibility: Poor health stems from individuals making unhealthy choices. We can 
encourage people to exercise and eat right, but it’s up to them. (2) Unfortunate but not 
unjust. Hierarchies are everywhere. Life isn’t fair, and differences in group health, like 
wealth disparities, will always be with us. (3) Nothing can be done. If health inequities 
do in fact arise from structural inequities in the rest of society, then what can be done 
short of a revolution? But if we address the data from an equity perspective, then we 
can redirect our attention away from blame and victimization towards larger structural 
conditions, collective problem-solving and policy change. 

Talking Point: 
 Images and stories are powerful. They almost always elicit strong feelings. It is 

important to be aware of our feelings because they can motivate us to act.
 

Talking Points: 
 Inequities in health — arising from racial and class-based inequities — are the result 

of decisions that we as a society have made. The United States has by far the most 
inequality in the industrialized world — and the worst health. The top 1% now owns 
more wealth than the bottom 90% combined. Tax breaks for the rich, deregulation, the 
decline of unions, racism, segregation, outsourcing, globalization and cuts in social 
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programs destabilize communities and channel wealth, power and health to the few at 
the expense of the many. Economic inequality in the U.S. is now greater than at any time 
since the 1920s. 

Talking Points: 
 Because our health is shaped by public policies and larger socio-economic conditions, 

improving population health demands a collective response, not just an individual one. 
Our society can put in place different rules. Other industrialized nations already have, in 
two important ways: they make sure there’s less inequality (e.g., in Sweden the relative 
child poverty rate is 4%, compared to 21% in the U.S.), and they enact policies that 
protect people from health threats regardless of personal resources (e.g., in Finland, 
good schools and healthcare are available to everyone, not just the affluent). As a 
result, on average, citizens of those countries live healthier, longer lives than we do. 

 
 Talk about what people might do together that they would not be able to do working 

alone. Who are natural allies? What other groups can be engaged — community 
residents, government agencies or elected officials, churches and other community-
based organizations, the media, foundations? 

The Spirit Level — Why Equality is Better for Everyone

Why Place Matters: Building a Movement for Healthy Communities. 

Boston Globe, 
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Race Terminology: 

Excluding Undocumented Immigrants from Census Figures:

Endnotes:
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Ibid. 

Broke: How 
Debt Bankrupts the Middle Class.

The New York Times.
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Occupy Democrats.

The 2012 
Statistical Abstract. 

State Higher Education Finance FY 2012. 

Ibid.
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1 Milk Street, 5th Floor
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617-423-2148
info@faireconomy.org
www.faireconomy.org

facebook.com/faireconomy
@ufe

#MLKDreamReport

“Of all the forms of inequality,  
injustice in health care is the most  

shocking and inhumane.”
– Dr. Martin Luther King, 1966


